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The story of the miraculous feeding of the 5,000 is told in each of the four gospels.  Each gospel 
has its own unique details, and this morning we look at the story as told by gospelwriter John. 
 
The setting is Capernaum, which is on the northwest side of the Sea of Galilee.  It is four miles 
from Bethsaida, hometown of the disciple Philip.  So, Jesus turns to someone who knows the 
area, Philip, and asks the natural question of where bread could be bought to feed the crowd. 
 
We’re told Jesus was “testing” Philip, because Jesus already had in mind what he would do, that 
he would perform a miracle to feed the crowd.  We could say that Philip would have gotten a 
“C” on Jesus’ test.  His answer was an average answer, a very human answer.  Philip answered 
by exclaiming: “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to 
have a bite!”  In other words, we don’t have enough money to feed the crowd.  It’s impossible 
for us to feed the crowd. 
 
A different answer to Jesus’ question was given by the disciple Andrew.  Andrew did something 
most people would think was foolish.  He spoke up and said: “Here is a boy with five small 
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  How could five 
small loaves of bread and two small fish even begin to feed a fraction of a crowd of 5,000? 
 
The boy’s offering was even more meager than it sounds to our modern ears.  Barley was used to 
feed livestock.  It was the food of beasts.  Only the poorest of the poor would eat barley loaves.  
And the two fish described as small fish were probably not fish that had been freshly caught.  It 
is most likely that they were fish that had been pickled, like sardines.  So, the boy had offered 
five loaves of bread that only the poorest of the poor would ever have eaten, and two small 
picked fish, to help in satisfying the hunger of a crowd of 5,000. 
 
But, Andrew spoke up after Philip said that the crowd couldn’t be fed with anything less than six 
month’s wages worth of bread, and Andrew brought this boy with his small, very ordinary 
offering of food to Jesus anyway.  And we learn that Jesus had the people sit down, that he gave 
thanks for the five barley loaves, and then distributed to the crowd as much bread as they 
wanted.  He then did the same with the two small pickled fish.  When all in the crowd had eaten 
all they wanted, Jesus instructed his disciples to gather all that was leftover and each of the 
twelve disciples returned to Jesus with a full basket of bread and fish. 
 
Jesus had performed the miracle of multiplying the loaves and fishes in order to feed the hungry 
crowd.  Now, of course, it’s wonderful and amazing and faith-inspiring that Jesus performed this 
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miracle to feed the people, but it’s also interesting that in this case Jesus did use his power to 
create bread.   
 
A story that we often read as Lent begins is the story of Jesus being tempted in the wilderness by 
Satan before he begins his ministry.  Jesus did for this crowd of 5,000 what he had refused to do 
for Satan.  Satan had taunted Jesus, saying: “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.”  Jesus didn’t comply.  Instead he quoted from Deuteronomy in 
responding to Satan.  Jesus said: “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.” 
 
Man does not live by bread alone, but by God’s word.  By God’s living Word, the Word that 
became flesh and dwelt among us, Jesus Christ.  Man does not live by bread alone, but by the 
grace, love, and care of Jesus.  When we pray the Lord’s Prayer and ask “give us this day our 
daily bread,” Jesus answers this prayer.  Jesus does give us bread each day for our bodies and for 
our souls.   
 
The description of Jesus feeding the crowd of 5,000 – where he took bread, gave thanks, and 
then gave it to the people – reminds us of other meals where Jesus is the host: the Last Supper of 
Jesus with his disciples, and the Lord’s Supper that Jesus invites us to partake of.  When Jesus 
fed the 5,000, he took a small amount of bread and fish and miraculously met the crowd’s need 
for nourishment.  And when Jesus feeds us at his Table in the Lord’s Supper, he takes a small 
portion of bread and cup, and is able to miraculously nourish us with his life-giving, life-
sustaining, and life-transforming power. 
 
When we are need of Jesus’ powerful and loving care, do we come to him with the heart of Philp 
or Andrew?  Are we like Philip who came to Jesus and said that six months wages would not buy 
enough to give each person in the crowd of 5,000 even a little bit to eat?  Do we come to Jesus 
saying the situations we face are hopeless?  Or do we come to Jesus like Andrew, bringing 
whatever we can bring to the situation, no matter how inadequate it seems, and trusting that 
somehow Jesus ultimately will meet our needs and bring about good for us? 
 
No one knows what Jesus can do with what we can offer, as insufficient as it seems.  No one 
knows what will come of bringing something or someone to Jesus.   
 
The crowd came because they saw the signs Jesus had performed for the sick.  The crowd came 
seeking healing, physical healing.  But they also received acceptance, compassion, forgiveness, 
and love.  They brought their physical hunger, and received food for body and soul.  They 
brought physical, emotional, social, and spiritual needs, and Jesus responded in ways that far 
transcended their human expectations.  Our thinking cannot anticipate or comprehend what Jesus 
wants to give us. 
 
Do you have doubts – about God’s love for you, about God’s existence or power or love in the 
face of so much suffering in our world?  Bring those doubts to Jesus.  Bring them to Jesus.   
 
Do you have hungers of your own – for greater contentment or fulfillment, for a deeper sense of 
purpose or belonging?  Bring them to Jesus. 
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Do you have fears, disappointments, heartaches, wounds, loss, or sorrow?  Bring them to Jesus. 
 
As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, quoting the prophet Isaiah: “What no eye has seen, what no ear 
has heard, and what no human mind has conceived, [are] the things God has prepared for those 
who love him.”  Bring the burdens on your heart to Jesus, and give him the chance to amaze you 
with his power and love. 
 
Now, what if the young boy in our gospel lesson today hadn’t been courageous enough to break 
into a group of adult men, the circle of disciples, and get the attention of a stranger, the disciple 
Andrew?  What if the young boy hadn’t been generous enough to offer his meager loaves and 
fish?  If this young boy had not been both courageous and generous, Jesus might have performed 
the miraculous feeding of the 5,000 in another way, or maybe this miracle wouldn’t have 
happened at all on this particular day with this particular crowd of people.  After all, Jesus took 
what the boy offered, as small as it was, and used it to feed the crowd. 
 
You may not feel you have much to give to Jesus, but in Jesus’ powerful hands, what you have, 
no matter how small, can meet the needs of many.  Who knows what miracles Jesus may not be 
performing yet because we’re not bringing to Jesus the gifts we can?  If we bring what we can to 
Jesus, there’s no telling what Jesus will do. 
 
Whatever abilities you have, no matter how ordinary or inadequate seem to you, bring them to 
Jesus.  
 
Whatever dollars you can scrape up and spare, bring them to Jesus.  
 
Whatever minutes you can carve out of day, bring them to Jesus, and spend time in prayer with 
him.  
  
There is some truth in the adage that without God, we can’t.  Without God’s involvement and 
blessing, what we have will remain inadequate.  But without us, God won’t.  We need to bring 
ourselves, our lives, our gifts to Jesus, and then watch for the miracles that Jesus will then 
perform through us, among us, and in us. 
 
Finally, what if Andrew had patted the young boy on the head and pushed him aside?  Well, 
again, maybe the miracle wouldn’t have happened that particular day with that particular crowd 
of people.  We could call Andrew the father of evangelism.  In the first chapter of the gospel of 
John, Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus, saying “we have found Messiah.”  And Peter 
became the disciple that Jesus called the rock upon which he would build his church.  Now 
Andrew brought this young boy to Jesus.  And Jesus fed a crowd of 5,000 from the boy’s small 
offering. 
 
We never know what will come of introducing someone to Jesus, or when that introduction to 
Jesus might blossom.  The introduction doesn’t have to be a convincing theological argument, or 
a slick sell job.  Right now, it could be as simple as forwarding one of our daily devotions, or 
virtual orders of worship, or links to our sermons or children’ sermons, to someone you know. 
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You never know what will happen when bring someone or something to Jesus.  Jesus may feed 
thousands of people, or gradually mentor a disciple who will have a large impact on the church, 
its ministries, and people’s lives. 
 
Come to our Lord today with the heart of Andrew.  Bring what you have and who you are, bring 
yourself and your life, bring your strengths and sorrows.  Bring them all to Jesus, and trust that in 
grace and love, Jesus will bring his life-giving, life-sustaining, life-transforming power to you 
and your life.   
 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
  


