
Community Presbyterian Church of Lombard Monthly Newsletter

1111 E Madison St, Lombard, IL 60148-3198  -  cpclombard.org  -  630.627.0306

To  R e a c h   To  G r o w   To  S e n d

December 2020
ISSUE

Elder of the Month
Nancy Zabel

Deacon of the Month
Jan Jackson

FEET TO FAITHFEET TO FAITH

The Missing Piece
Fitting in God’s Grand Design.

Tis’ the season for jigsaw puzzles.  Though puz-
zles are purchased and pieced together through-
out the year; the Christmas season is typically 
king when it comes to sales.  That would be in a 
normal year; this is no normal year.

During times of great uncertainty, people turn to 
puzzles.  Gamemaker Ravensburger CEO Filip Francke said “the company hasn’t seen anything like 
this before in its 136-year history”.  In 2019, they sold an average of seven puzzles a minute in North 
America.  This year it is closer to twenty puzzles per minute.  “Puzzles are not a necessity of course, but 
the consumer is clearly telling us that there’s a large need that we can help fill at these times”, Francke 
said.  This surge is similar to the Great Depression.  In February of 1933, manufacturers were producing 
10 million puzzles a week.

Why are puzzles such an important piece of so many lives?  It’s a great way to occupy and challenge 
one’s mind, yes.  Something that can be done individually or with others, yes.  I think there is another 
reason that may be a bit more subtle.  People like seeing things fit together, ending in a beautiful result.  
Think about it – all of these oddly-shaped colored pieces, scattered about–seemingly in a mess, de-
signed to fit together if someone would take the time.  The end result, a picture worth framing.

This may seem esoteric, but I think this could be akin to that “God shaped void”.  God created human-
ity, and all of creation, to fit together; to work together.  Each piece of creation fitting in, and playing its 
role.  The “void” is not creation trying to fit together because it randomly decided to.  It was pulled apart 
“separated”, and God has been showing us the cover picture, and we see that we fit together, creating 
something worth framing.  Romans 12:6 “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly:  if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith ...”

God created us with a unique shape and a purpose.  We have a place where we fit in.  Where our 
uniqueness is intentionally designed to be.  Part of that uniqueness comes from our life experiences 
and God-given gifts.  These are your resume.  The only difference is that there is no fear of being re-
jected.  God will always employ you!  1 Corinthians 12:28  “And God has appointed in the church, first 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrators, 
various kinds of tongues.”

So, where do you fit in?  Where can your life experiences and God-given gifts fit in and piece together 
something worth framing? - Bible verses from NASB.  Demand for jigsaw puzzles is surging as Coronavirus keeps millions of Ameri-
cans indoors, April 6, Hannah Miller - CNBC.com

James 2:26 (NASB)
For just as the body 
without the spirit is 
dead, so also faith
without works is dead.

By: Dave Micksch

• Sunday, Dec 6
 10:00am Indoor Worship
 Communion Sunday

• Sunday, Dec  13
 10:00am Indoor Worship

• Sunday, Dec 20
 10:00am Indoor Worship

• Thursday, Dec  24
 4:30pm Indoor Worship?
 Christmas Eve

• Sunday, Dec  27
 10:00am Indoor Worship

Sunday Virtual Worship Service
https://www.cpclombard.org/cpc-video

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/CPCLombard

DECEMBER INDOOR
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

For protocols see page 9.

FM Transmission 88.1 from the
CPC Parking Lot

A recording of our services will be
available online by 4pm that Sunday.
An email blast will be sent Saturday with 
service, coffee hour, and bulletin links.

Like Us

http://www.cpclombard.org
https://www.cpclombard.org/cpc-video
https://www.facebook.com/CPCLombard
https://www.facebook.com/CPCLombard/


- 2 -

SUNDAYS
 • Join us for recorded Worship Service
  Videos https://www.cpclombard.org/cpc-video

 **NOTE all meetings will be held virtually
 unless otherwise stated by the committee.
TUESDAYS
 • Dec. 1 /  Adult Ed 3:00pm
  / Worship Committee 7:00pm
 • Dec. 8 / Missions 3:00pm /
  Children’s Ministry 4:30pm
 • Dec. 15 / Deacons 6:30pm
  / Trustees 7:30pm
 • Dec. 22 / Session 7:00pm

WEDNESDAYS
 • Women’s Bible Study 10:00am  (All are welcome)

 • Staff 1:00pm
 • Dec. 2 / Communications 10:00am
 • Dec. 9 / Finance 6:00pm

MEETINGS &
COMMITTEES

EVENTS, CRUX, FAITH WEAVER 
FRIENDS (FWF),

KIDS
,
 CLUB, & THE GROWING PLACE

Go to our website “Donate” page:
www.cpclombard.org/donate and click on 
“Donate Now” button, and you can use 
your credit card to make a donation.  To 
use your smart phone to donate:
(TEXT - DON’T CALL) 855-913-0299 
and type in the amount to be given in the 
MESSAGE LINE. If this is the first time 
you have used this method, it will come 
up and ask you for your credit card infor-
mation. Or, if you prefer, mail a check to 
the office at 1111 E Madison St, Lombard, 
IL 60148-3198.

Thank you for your faithfulness and gen-
erosity.  We will be back together soon.
Finance - Don Gilliard & Carol Kloster

Trustees' 
Report
The Trustees met at church for their reg-
ular meeting. Counting teams were con-
firmed for two of the missing weeks and 
we finally have teams set for each week 
of the month. Soon the Trustees will meet 
and sort through the garage, sadly bring-
ing the snow removal equipment forward 
and storing the grass cutting machinery 
to the back. Winter is coming, my friends, 
and your Trustees must be prepared!

We can always use more hands, so 
please step up an hour before service 

time on Sundays if you are able. Week-
day shoveling will be handled by Eric, as 
he is so close, but with Growing Place not 
starting classes until 2021, this will hope-
fully not be too much of a task.

The kitchen stove has needed some at-
tention recently, as the gas shut-off valve 
and fire suppression system has to be 
realigned. Also one of the HVAC units on 
the roof needs some electrical work and 
will be handled soon. This unit operates 
the choir room and the front portion of the 
Sanctuary.

Bill Stout continues to run our meetings 
efficiently as our new chairman. He re-
cently replaced an entire light fixture in a 
Growing Place classroom to the new sys-
tem and also tried to resolve the electrical 
problem on the roof. We are grateful for 

his leadership.

Be sure to let a Trustee know of any 
concerns that you may have about our 
church building. Or you can always leave 
a note in our mail slot in the office! Stay 
safe and be thankful for God’s grace and 
for our dear church family!

As always, your Trustees are here to 
serve YOU, our Church! Please do not 
hesitate to contact one of us with con-
cerns such as light bulbs that need re-
placing, or other issues of safety. And on 
that topic, be safe, both in church and in 
our communities!

Cary Mentzer, Bill Stout (chair), John Har-
ris (secretary), Tyler Celio, Don Comfort, 
Phil Dahm, Jim DeLuca, Jeff DeJong, 
and Ron Zabel

Gavin and Madeline Dahm were excited 
to use their leftover Halloween pumpkins 
in their Thanksgiving centerpiece activity.  
HGTV may have two new stars!

https://www.cpclombard.org/cpc-video
http://www.cpclombard.org/donate
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Adult EdAdult Ed

The Adult Education Committee is excited to offer a 4 week Advent study on the names of the Messiah, beginning on Monday,
November 30th, at 7 pm and running on subsequent Monday nights.   Due to our current COVID-19 limitations, this will be an ON-
LINE class via the Internet. Register by sending your EMAIL address to Ron and Nancy Zabel at zabelrn@att.net. You must have a 
PC or MAC with a webcam and microphone in order to participate in the class. Contact Ron or Nancy or Pastor Susan for details.
   
It was about 9 months ago that COVID-19 began adversely affecting our lives in major ways, and today many people are experienc-
ing COVID-19 fatigue.  Yet this is only part of the challenges and weariness people are struggling with.  Is there hope when we feel 
disheartened?  The condensed article below by Jon Bloom, author, board chair, and founder of Desiring God, provides an answer.

---Ron Zabel, Chairperson, Adult Education Committee.

Deep Soul Weariness:
We all experience it, though in different ways and for different reasons. Sometimes we can point to a significant factor, but often 
we can’t. Our weariness results from the cumulative, multilayered intersections of life’s complexities, bodily frailties, emotional 
heartbreaks, and the consequences of sin. It surpasses understanding. And into our weariness steps the most complex power in 
existence, speaking a promise as simple, hopeful, and refreshing as we could possibly want:

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon 
you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28–30 [RSV])
The simplicity of Jesus’ promise is both striking and refreshing. Jesus doesn’t offer us a four-fold path to peace-giving enlighten-
ment, like the Buddha did. He doesn’t give us five pillars of peace through submission as Islam does. Nor does he give us “10 Ways 
to Relieve Your Weariness”, which we pragmatic, self-help-oriented 21st century Americans are so drawn to. Unique to anyone else 
in human history, Jesus simply offers himself as the universal solution to all that burdens us.

Jesus does not want our souls resting on the how and when, as if we are wise enough to understand and determine them. Rather, 
he wants our souls resting on the surety that he will keep his promise to us in the best way at the best time.
“Come to Me,” He says, “cast your anxieties on Me for I care for you” (see 1 Peter 5:7). 

“Trust in Me with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding”
(see Proverbs 3:5), He says, “and you will find rest for your souls.”

(Continued on page 6.)

© One Daily Bread Ministries
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Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!!!
Thanks to our generous congregation, the Deacons’ were 
able to send Subway gift cards to the college students in the 
congregation, and Amazon gift cards to the members of the 
military to let them know they are important members of our 
church, provide coffee and donuts to thank the Lombard Po-
lice Department for their service, contribute money to local 
food pantries, and Amazon gift cards to encourage teachers at 
the beginning, of this difficult school year. Here are just some 
of their responses:

“CPC Deacons, Thank you so much for the gift card! It 
came at a time where I have just been working so much 
lately. The gesture means a lot and helps encourage me to 
keep going, knowing that others like you are there to support 
me in my service to the country. - LT Bailey Miller”

“Thank you for your gift of Coffee and Donuts - We do like 
Donuts! Mostly- my thanks for you to remember us during 
these times and we appreciate your support. - Chief Ray, 
Lombard Police Department”

“Dear CPC Deacons, thank you for all you do for our Church.  
It was so kind of you to send a note wishing me well with 
my teaching and a gift card to Amazon was a surprise and 
very generous.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
thinking of me -  Melissa Ferguson”

Deacons' DiaryDeacons' Diary “Dear Fellow Christians. The volunteers at Lombard-Villa 
Park Food Pantry thank you for your support of our Food 
Pantry.  Your donation will allow us to have shelves full of food 
for our needy families and their children.  Our Food Pantry is 
currently pre-packing boxes of shelf-stable foods for drive-
up distribution.  Families receive:  Box of Shelf-Stable Foods, 
Gallon of milk, one dozen eggs, at least three meats- chicken, 
beef, or pork, fresh produce, bread, and paper and personal 
care products when available.  Thank you.  Your generosity is 
faith in action. A special blessing to your church families.
-  Steve Anderson, Director of Lombard-Villa Park Food Pantry”

Thanksgiving Project
The Deacons just recently finished giving out Aldi gift cards 
to help 124 family members have enough food to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. Thirty families, chosen by social workers from 
10 different schools, were given a gift card. Due to your gen-
erous gifts, the amount of these gift cards provided funds not 
only to purchase food to make a wonderful Thanksgiving din-
ner, but extra money to purchase other grocery needs. Thank 
you for choosing to make a difference in the lives of people in 
our community.

3rd Quarter Giving
Your donations to the Deacons Fund enabled the Deacons to 
make a third quarter donation, a total of $1800, to several com-
munity organizations that help support local families:
 Focus Ministries- Women’s Shelter   
 Just of DuPage- Prison ministry 
 Love Christian Clearinghouse            
 Lombard/Villa Park Food Pantry       
 Lombard Outreach House 
 PADS                                                  
 York Township Food Pantry              

(Continued on page 7.)



By:
Rev. 
Susan Finley
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© Oceansinthedesser.comPastor’s Post
Psalm 95:1-3,6-7
 1 Come, and let’s sing for joy to the Lord; shouting aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
 2 Let’s come into God’s presence with thanksgiving and praise Him with music and song.
 3 For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all.
 6 Come, let’s bow down in worship, kneeling before the Lord our Maker;
	 7	because	He	is	our	God		and	we	are	the	people	of	His	pasture,	the	flock	under	His	care.

What did you find to be thankful for this year? Thanksgiving was different for all of us this year! I hope you were able to enjoy 
family and friends, whether in person, or virtually. 

I’ve been especially thankful for the Zoom get-togethers with many of you that Diane Gilliard graciously set up over the past few 
weeks. 

If you have not yet signed up, I hope you will! A small number of us talk together, for maybe 30 – 40 minutes to get to know each 
other. Then, people participating share good memories of CPC that have been particularly meaningful. We also talk about hopes 
and dreams for the future of CPC.  So many of you have great stories about Living Waters, the Living Nativity, the Valentine’s Day 
dance, and the impact that former pastors have had on your faith as you’ve grown as Jesus’ disciples. Many of you also talked 
about how important the friendliness and welcoming attitude of church members was in your decision to return to church after 
you visited, and in your eventual decision to join.  Adding new members, especially younger families, and building up younger 
families, along with continuing to offer educational opportunities for all ages, and community mission, top the list of hopes and 
dreams.

What is your favorite CPC memory?
What is your hope for the future of the church?

I hope to be talking with you soon over Zoom.

I’m grateful to be serving with you and hearing your stories. These memories paint a picture of a church with a creative and faith-
ful past, full of energetic and dedicated members who have weathered a significant storm over the past several months and are 
now emerging, ready for new blessings, from, as Psalm 95 says, the Rock of our Salvation, the great God and great King over 
all, the Lord our Maker, and the Great Shepherd.

(Continued on page 8.)
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CPC
Senior Outings

For more information, go to our
CPC website, Facebook page,

Sunday Bulletin, Hallway Monitors,
Sunday Services, and Event Contact.

Hope that everyone is doing well.  We 
continue to miss seeing everyone.  Until 
that time when we can gather again, we 
would like to keep in touch with all of you.  
Please call any of us on the committee if 
you have a need, prayer request, or just 
want to talk.  We are praying for all of you.
 
The Senior committee: Carol Brunton 
(630-620-4571), Carol Kloster (630-903-
4847), Nancy Bane (630-917-7128), Gail 
Smith (630-629-0475), Cheryl Williams 
(630-284-9474), Jeanne Logan (630-629-
7641), and Diane Gilliard (312-502-4751).

Join
Our
Prayer
Group
In these times of uncertainty in so many 
areas, the one thing we can trust in is 
God.  We know He hears us and longs 
for us to talk with Him.  “For where two or 
three come together in My Name, there 
I am with them.” Mathew 18:20 [NIV]. 
Please join us Saturday mornings at 8:30 
a.m. for a prayer group that meets over 
the phone to pray for our church, our pas-
tors, staff, The Growing Place, our fami-
lies, and the world.  Everyone is invited to 
join us on the conference call:  It is VERY 
easy. Dial 425-436-6381, when asked for 
the access code, enter 366209#.   You 
will be asked to announce yourself and 
will be in!  If you prefer, just let one of us 
know and we can join in a regular call.  
Hope to pray with you. Joan Marlow and 
Diane Gilliard

Adult Ed: Deep Soul Weariness
(Continued from page 3.)

Our souls only find rest in hope. That’s what we’re frantically looking for whenever 
our souls are burdened and restless: Hope.  Jesus knows that he only is our salva-
tion, our fortress, our mighty rock, our refuge. He is the one answer to every question, 
concern, fear, and need we will ever have. And so he simply and comprehensively 
offers us himself. For our hope is from him. Only in him will we find rest for our souls.

And what is happening here is a yoke-exchange. In the cross, Jesus takes our incon-
ceivably and unbearably heavy yoke of sin’s condemnation and penalty, and offers us 
in exchange the easy yoke and light burden of simply trusting him. He does all the work 
and gives us all the rest. And his work not only fully addresses our sin problem, but also 
provides the supply of every other need we will ever have (Philippians 4:19). All we are 
required to do is trust him!

Jesus’s great invitation for us to come to him, exchange yokes, and find rest is not in-
tended for us to do in isolation. He intends for us to come to him in community, to come 
together. That’s one massive reason the church exists.

Peace Be With You - Ron Zabel, Adult Ed.

After Sunday worship service
are you Zoom’n for some
coffee and conversation?
Join us every Sunday at
11:30am Coffee Hour.

Link provided in our Sunday morning email.
If you do not receive our emails, please
contact us at connect@cpclombard.org.

mailto:connect%40cpclombard.org?subject=


Director, Jaclyn Harness, started on No-
vember 2nd!  An answer to many prayers.  
Our plan had been to open the Growing 
Pace on November 30.  This was con-
tingent on filling the teaching spots that 
are still open and on the absence of any 
COVID-19 issues that would prevent this.  
The GP team has been working hard at 
making sure that all health department 
and DCFS regulations regarding safety 
during the coronavirus will be adhered 
to.  We have many children who have 
been waiting for the school to open. 
The Growing Place sends out a weekly 
newsletter to all of these families giving 
age appropriate stories and activities for 
each grade level.  With all of this good 
news, the fact remains that we have not 
been able to hire the lead teachers that 
we need in order to start.  Although we 
have worked very hard at this, prospec-
tive teachers are staying home with their 
own children because their schools are 
virtual. We have delayed the opening of 
the Growing Place until January 19, 2021.  
At this point, the schools are planning on 
opening and teachers may be able to re-
engage.  In the meantime, the GP staff 
look forward to keeping in touch with our 
Growing Place families.  They will be 
hosting several virtual and drive-through 
events that we cannot wait to share with 
you!  Stay tuned for more information.  
Please continue to keep the GP, staff, and 
families in your prayers.
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Personnel

Deacons’ Diary
(Continued from page 4.)

Adopt-a-Family 2020
Again, due to COVID-19, we have to do 
the Christmas Adopt-a-Family project dif-
ferently this year. Instead of asking mem-
bers of the congregation to purchase and 
wrap gifts for children the Deacons will 
be purchasing a $25 WalMart gift card for 
each child ages 0-18 in a family. 

We have made a commitment to 51 fami-
lies selected from all 17 schools in Dis-
tricts 44 and 45. We are asking each of 
the social workers to send us information 
about the number of children for 3 fami-
lies from their school. 

In order for this to be accomplished, the 
Deacons’ need your help. We are hop-
ing that you will contribute money to the 
Deacons’ Fund and mark your contribu-
tion “For Adopt-a-Family”. These con-
tr ibutions by check can be put in the 
lock-box at church, mailed to the church, 
or donated using the church online dona-
tions page. All contributions must be in no 
later than Sunday, December 13th. The 
gift cards will be delivered to the social 
workers on Wed. the 16th before Winter 
Break.

Please help the Deacons help families 
in need to purchase gifts or food for their 
children this special season.

As November brings yet another round of 
COVID-19 spikes and closings, it is easy 
to lose track of things to be Thankful for. 
As I write this, we are a week away from 
Thanksgiving and it makes me ponder all 
the great things I’ve had the opportunity to 
experience by being a part of our church. 
Being a member and leader of the Praise 
Band has been nothing but a joyful experi-
ence. It has been a wonderful opportunity 
to convey the Word of our Lord in song, to 
lead our congregation in worship, and to 
feel a strong sense of community in our 
church.

Over the last dozen or so years that I have 
been involved with Praise Band, I am ever 
grateful for the people with whom I’ve had the 
pleasure to play music.  Due to COVID-19,
I have been scoring the services mostly 
with just my guitar and sometimes I play 
a couple hymns with our Organist, Jean 
Erickson. Playing with Jean is something I 
am thankful for. It is truly a pleasure to mix 
the sound of my guitar with the powerful 
tone of the Organ.

In fact, over the years, the best part of our 
Praise Band has been all the people that 
were involved. I am grateful to have met 
so many special, kind people who have 
been in the band over the years, many of 
whom have become close friends of mine. 
We have been blessed with talented sing-
ers, great drummers, and truly wonderful 
piano players.

I can’t help but think that if it wasn’t for 
The Praise Band, I never would have met 
the late Ginger Wolgemuth. Ginger was a 
founding member of the CPC Praise Band 
and an excellent Jazz Pianist.  When I 
joined the Praise Band, we bonded over 
love of music, would often jam, and orga-
nized quite a few jazz gigs on the side with 
some of the other members of the Praise 
Band.  I miss Ginger and think of her of-
ten. I am truly blessed to have played in 
Church with her. I hope you have as many 
great memories of our church and find the 
time to be thankful this year. 

Dominic Harris
Praise Band Director

Praise
Perspective
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© By Janette

Pastor’s Post: Prayer
(Continued from page 5.)

Great Shepherd who cares for us, we are 
grateful to be your flock and pray that you 
will lead us every day into joyful praise 
and prayerful love for You and for each 
other; eager to tell others about Your 
grace. Guide us by Your Spirit to seek to 
build each other up in Your church. We 
pray that our hospitality will always reveal 
Your kindness to visitors, and that people 
seeking You will find You in our church. 
Help us to share what You teach us with 
wisdom. Thank You for the mission You 
set before us, and for new opportuni-
ties to come. Bless our people, we pray; 
heal and restore those who look to You 
in times of distress. And flood our hearts 
with mercy to restrain us from judgment. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Consecration Sunday
Thank you to everyone who has respond-
ed to the 2021 Stewardship drive on Con-
secration Sunday. It is still possible to turn 
in an Estimate of Giving Card to any of the 
treasurers when it is convenient for you.

Mission Mission 
MinutesMinutes

Kemmerer News
CPC has supported Kemmerer Village, a 
Presbyterian child care agency in central 
Illinois, by hanging a Christmas stocking 
in the narthex to accept gifts. Watch for 
information on how to give this year.

New Kemmerer Program
(From their newsletter)

Kemmerer Village is continuing to inno-
vate and find new ways to help serve chil-
dren and families in need.  Starting Oc-
tober 1, Kemmerer began offering Intact 
Family Services for residents of Christian 
and Montgomery Counties.  This addition 
is complementary to our existing Foster 
Care and Adoption Services.  These ser-
vices are designed to support families 
in maintaining their children in their own 
home, with minimal assistance from the 
Department of Children and Family Ser-
vices.  Building on families’ strengths and 
internal resources, and linking families 
with community resources, Kemmerer 
will ensure safe and caring family envi-
ronments for children in our community.  
Services which families participating in 
the Intact program access include coun-
seling, parenting classes, assistance with 
linkage to early childhood programming, 
and specialized assessments.

(Continued on page 9.)

Your generosity and open-hearted giving 
is greatly appreciated!

Advent Season
Preparing with Joy!

Isaiah 52:7-10 [NIV]
“How beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
‘Your God reigns!’  Listen! Your watch-
men lift up their voices; together they 
shout for joy.  When the Lord returns to 
Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.
Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins 
of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted 
His people,  He has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord will display His power in the sight 
of all the nations, and all the ends of the 
earth will see the salvation of our God.”

So often, we’ve been taught that Advent 
must be a time of quiet and waiting for 
one single day on December 25th when 
we celebrate the birth of our Lord. But it 
is never too early for joy!

This year, Isaiah’s words are a wonder-
ful beginning to our Advent season, as he 
envisions the Lord coming to us, in Je-
sus, to comfort us, to display the power 
of God for redemption, and to bring good 
news and peace.

As we begin our Advent Sundays on No-
vember 29th, what songs of joy come to 
your mind?

Will you give some thought to intentional-
ly sharing good news and creating peace 
in your own relationships, and within our 
church as we approach our Christmas 
celebration?

How can you be a comforter? When have 
you seen God display his power for good in 
your life or in the lives of those around you?

- Peace, Pastor Susan
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FINANCE:FINANCE:

Everyone is aware of the significant 
changes that have taken place in the 
past several decades both in the United 
States and throughout the rest of the 
world related to the status and influence 
of the Christian Church, particularly the 
Protestant faiths.  In the 1980s, Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church of Lombard had 
a membership of over 400 families and 
close to 900 individual members.  Today, 
our number of members is close to 200.  
And we have been experiencing the loss 
of long-term members consistently over 
the past five years.

These changes are reflected in our do-
nations.  For the year 2015, the annual 
donations to CPC totaled almost $397 
thousand; our budget for the current year 
is approximately $340 thousand.  More 
significantly, our actual receipts through 
nine months is approximately $216 ver-
sus the corresponding budget during this 
period of $255 thousand, or nearly $39 
thousand below our budgeted revenue.  
Most of this is a result of the loss of mem-
bers, and much related to the inability of 
The Growing Place to maintain its Cost 
Sharing payments.

Because of the Church closure related 
to the pandemic, expenses are below 
budget by $26 thousand.  However, our 
real loss has been at The Growing Place, 
where the closure in March has resulted 
in the loss of tuition revenue since that 
time.  With our decision to continue to pay 
the teachers through the remainder of the 
regular school year, the P&L loss for the 
year is over $93 thousand.  This has more 
than wiped out the accumulated surplus 
from the operation since inception almost 

50 years ago.  For the period ended Sep-
tember 30, the P&L loss for the Church 
is almost $5 thousand.  Furthermore, we 
were able to balance the 2020 CPC bud-
get because the cost of pastoral staff de-
creased significantly with the retirement 
of our long-term pastor and the retention 
of an interim pastor.  As we move toward 
the call of a full-time pastor, this deficit 
will again be present.

We have been able to maintain our op-
erations because of the infusion of cash 
from two different sources.  The first is 
the PPP Loan which we received in April 
of approximately $106 thousand.  This 
has permitted us to pay the teachers 
during this period and we believe that 
virtually the entire amount will be for-
given (i.e., become a grant rather than a 
loan), and we will not have to repay the 
loan.  Secondly, the legal proceeding 
with Lisa Elder has been resolved, and 
we will receive approximately $100 thou-
sand in awards.  This, combined with the 
$45 thousand previously received from 
our insurance company, has resulted in 
“non-operating” revenue of almost $250 
thousand.

This cash will not address our underlying 
issue of the loss of membership.  While 
these funds provide a “safety net” during 
the next two years, our imperative to in-
crease our outreach into the community 
and grow our membership should be at 
the forefront of our planning process.  We 
currently have two operations that could 
form the foundation for this outreach:  
The Growing Place Preschool and ICUC.

Mission Minutes: New Kemmerer Prog.
(Continued from page 8.)

We began this programming with two 
caseworkers serving 10 families each.  
The caseworkers assist families in as-
sessing their own strengths and needs, 
and then map out a plan for service en-
gagement.  The caseworkers, along with 
case aides, also provide transportation to 
some services and follow up on any bar-
riers to service acquisition.  Kemmerer 
is confident, given our decades of excel-
lent work with families through our Foster 
Care and Adoption services, that our new 
Intact programming will extend our ser-
vice provision in successful and reward-
ing ways.

COVID-19 Strikes
The Germain family, home on furlough, 
has been hit by COVID 19.  Please pray 
for them.

Zoom’n with
Pastor Susan
In the last few weeks, we have had sev-
eral successful small Zoom meetings for 
members to have the opportunity to meet 
Pastor Susan in a small group setting.  It is 
a good way to introduce yourself and your 
family (including kids, dogs, and cats).  
We want to continue this process.  Pastor 
Susan would like to make sure that she 
has the opportunity to meet everyone who 
is interested or able to meet in this way!

If you have not been on one of the Zoom 
meetings and would like to be, please 
contact Diane Gilliard at 312.502.4751 or 
mikjammom@aol.com.  Let me know what 
times are best for you (day or evening).  

We also recognize that some people do 
not have Zoom or are not comfortable 
with it.  Please let Diane know if this is 
the case and you would prefer to have a 
phone call with Pastor Susan to introduce 
yourself.
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Let's Celebrate!
December Birthdays

December Anniversaries

FAMILY NEWS

Our congratulations to
Will and Amanda Campbell
on the birth of their daughter
Charlotte Aileen
on October 19th.

Charlotte joins big brother Charlie.
Proud grandma is Carol Kloster.

Karen Rugg
Jon Sutherland
Sharon Harris
Lisa Hoffmann
Marcia Adkins
Joyce DeJong
Rick Alejandro

Rev. Richard Anderson
Dolores Van Schaick

Jameson Bell
Gayle Casey

Jennifer Peterson
Katrina Ladendorf
Lewis Campbell

Tracy Jordan
Michael Keith
Carol Brunton

Cheryl Williams
Christi Woolbright

Sophia Opila
Brody Slavicek
Barbara Dries

Kathleen Francis
John Lionberger

James & Jamie DeLuca

January Birthdays

January Anniversaries

Patti Comfort
Eric Schwarz
Debora Celio
Julia Szostak

Margaret Blasius
Kristen Dahm

Raymond Mentzer
Reina Bell

Joyce Mantels
Matt Rogers

Martha DeJong
Nancy Kehayias
Samuel Dennis

Margaret Dickow
Jamie DeLuca

Amanda Campbell
John Antonelli
Pam Forsberg
Paul Kubiniec
Sarah Acitelli
Jessica Rau

Daniel Simms
Michael Stout

Phil & Phyllis Capuzelo
John & Barbara Dries

Nick & Valerie Badalamenti

Our sympathies are extended
to the family and friends of

Nancy Knuepfer,
who passed away unexpectedly

on October 29th.

Our hearts and prayers will be with them.
(Due to COVID-19 you may not have been

able to attend the Funeral service.
To view, click the following link:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpEJKtNkGCA

CPC Is Indoors For ServiceCPC Is Indoors For Service
Services:  Sunday’s 10:00 AM

 1. Listen in our parking lot on 88.1 FM

 2. Watch a recorded service online later
  that Sunday. An eblast will go out with
  a link for the service.

Plans to stream “LIVE” are underway, so stay tuned through our weekly email blasts 
and on social media.  Full details and documents and protocols are available on our 
website COVID-19 info page.  You can check them out at any time via the link be-
low.  Also know that we are monitoring state and local announcements regarding 
restrictions and updates.  We’ll adjust accordingly and notify you in our email blasts, 
Facebook page, and website.  https://www.cpclombard.org/cpc-covid19-info  If you have any 
questions, email
dave@cpclombard.org .  We hope to see you soon!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpEJKtNkGCA
https://www.cpclombard.org/cpc-covid19-info
mailto:dave%40cpclombard.org?subject=CPC%20Life

