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Order of Worship 
Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 24, 2020 

We Celebrate the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven 
 

 
 
 
 

Prelude  Peace, the Gift of God’s Love  P.P. Bilhorn 
 performed by Ruth Sweetser                                                                                  
 
Welcome and Opening Prayer  Rev. Bunny Hughes 

Welcome to worship at Community Presbyterian Church of Lombard on this Seventh 
Sunday in the Eastertide season when we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus into heaven.  
Though Jesus is bodily apart from us, God’s Spirit is with and among us, we, who though 
apart in person, are drawn and held by the Spirit today and always. 
 
Let us pray:   
God of majesty, You led Jesus through suffering into risen life, and took Him up to the glory 
of heaven.  Clothe us with the power promised on high, and send us forth to the ends of the 
earth as heralds of repentance and witnesses of Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, Who 
lives with You now and always in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Opening Scripture  Acts 1:6-11 read by Dominic Harris 
 I Will Follow  music by Dominic & Keith Harris 

When they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, is this the time when You will restore 
the Kingdom of Israel?”  He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by His own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”  When He had said this, as they were watching, He was lifted up, 
and a cloud took Him out of their sight.  While He was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?  This Jesus, Who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same ways as you saw Him go to heaven.” 

 
Hymn of Praise Alleluia, Sing to Jesus  performed by Jason Nelson 
 
 Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus, His the scepter, His the throne! 
 Alleluia, His the triumph, His the victory alone!  
  Hark, the songs of peaceful Zion, 
 Thunder like the mighty flood; 
 Jesus out of every nation, 
 Hath redeemed us by His blood. 
 
 Alleluia!  Not as orphans, are we left in sorrow now. 
 Alleluia!  He is near us,  
 Faith believes nor questions how. 
 Though the cloud from sight received Him, 
 When the forty days were o’er 
 Shall our hearts forget His promise, 
 “I am with you ever more.”? 
 
 Alleluia!  King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own; 
 Alleluia!  Born of Mary, Earth They footstool, Heaven Thy throne.   
 Thou within the veil has entered 
 Robed in flesh our great High Priest; 
 Thou on earth both Priest and Victim,  
 In the Eucharist feast.   
 
 
Call to Confession   Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski 
 
Prayer of Confession Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski 

Almighty God, You have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned Him Lord of all.  
We confess that we have not bowed before Him, or acknowledged His rule in our 
lives.  We have gone along with the ways of the world, and failed to give Him glory.  
Forgive us, and raise us from sin, that we may be Your faithful people, obeying the 
commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who rules the world and is head of the Church, 
His body.   

 
          Time of silent confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness             Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski 
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Hymn of Response O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer      performed by Jason Nelson 
 
                                              O my soul, bless your Redeemer, 
                                               All within me bless God’s Name, 
                                                 Bless the Savior and forget not 
                                                    All God’s mercies to proclaim. 
 
                                            God forgives all your transgressions, 
                                                     All diseases gently heals, 
                                            God redeems you from destruction, 
                                                  And with you so kindly deals. 
 
Children’s Sermon Eric Schwarz 
  
First Scripture Reading                               Psalm 93 Mike Casey 

The Lord is king, He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, He is girded with strength. He 
has established the world; it shall never be moved; Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their 
voice; the floods lift up their roaring. More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more 
majestic than the waves of the sea, majestic on high is the Lord!  Your decrees are very 
sure; holiness befits Your house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 
Second Scripture Reading  Ephesians 1:15-23  Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know Him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power for us 
who believe, according to the working of His great power. God[b] put this power to work in 
Christ when He raised him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places,  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And He has put all things 
under His feet and has made Him the head over all things for the church, which is His body, 
the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

 
Music Offering Carry You Amy Grant 
 performed by the Hoffmann Family 
 
Prayer for Illumination                                                                              Rev. Bunny Hughes 

Light us up, O Lord, and inflame our hearts to know You and our wills to follow You as we 
hear Your Word and fulfill Your plan for this world.  Send now Your Holy Spirit to burn 
brightly so that we may see, and seeing may bring the Good News into every dark corner.  
Amen.   

 
Gospel Lesson  Luke 24:44-53 Rev. Bunny Hughes 

 Then He said to them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about Me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.”  Then He opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and He said to them, 
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“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in His name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.  And see, I am sending upon 
you what My Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” 
 Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up His hands, He blessed them. While 
He was blessing them, He withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  And they 
worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God. 

 
Sermon Bodies Matter  Rev. Bunny Hughes 
 
Affirmation of Faith Mike Casey                                                                                                

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended to the dead.  On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy, catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
Hymn of Reflection Lead On, O King Eternal performed by Jason Nelson 

 Lead on, O King eternal,  
 Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
 And holiness shall whisper  
 The sweet amen of peace. 
 For not with swords’ loud clashing,  
 Nor roll of stirring drums, 
 With deeds of love and mercy 
 The heavenly Kingdom comes.   
 
 Lead on, O King eternal, 
 We follow, not with fears; 
 For gladness breaks like morning 
 Where’er Thy face appears. 
 Thy Cross is lifted o’er us, 
 We journey in its light; 
 The crown awaits the conquest, 
 Lead on, O God of might. 
 
Prayers of the People Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski 

Our loving Father longs for us to pour out our hearts to him.  Let us bring our concerns to 
the foot of the Cross, confident that God hears our prayers and attends to them.  Let us 
pray. 
 
Ever-present God, we lift up to you in prayer those who have served our country in our 
armed forces, and the families who have supported them.  We pray for all who have stood 
up for what they believed regardless of the personal consequences, for those who 
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persevered in the name of justice and caring despite the risks involved.  We remember 
soldiers and sailors, police and firefighters, medical personnel and essential workers – all 
people who put themselves at risk on behalf of others. This Memorial Day weekend we 
particularly remember those who died in combat to preserve freedom and fight oppression.  
We pray for the day to come when war will no longer be waged, when all people will live in 
peace.  Lord, in your mercy . . . hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Church, we pray that you will empower the Church throughout the world, in its 
life and ministry.  Bless the efforts of all churches in this time of remote ministry to share the 
love, faith, and hope we have in Christ with a world that so desperately needs it.  May the 
hearts of those who have rejected, ignored, or neglected you be softened and turn toward 
you.  We ask your particular blessing on this church, Community Presbyterian Church of 
Lombard.  Guide us as we seek to grow in our faith and in ministry to others in Jesus’ name.  
Lord, in your mercy . . . hear our prayer. 
 
God of all creation, open our eyes to the wonder and beauty of spring.  Help us to notice the 
flowering trees, the blossoming flowers, the nests made by the birds of the air, and the filling 
of trees with leaves.  Strengthen our faith by the faithful return of spring, and its promise of 
abundant new life after the cold and gray of winter.  Renew our commitment to be good 
stewards of this rich and diverse planet you have entrusted to our care.  Lord, in your mercy 
. . . hear our prayer. 
 
God of mercy, hear the cries of the world’s hungry and suffering.  Look with compassion on 
all who suffer.  Bless the efforts of all those who work to lead us out of this health crisis.  
Pour your love out upon all those with COVID-19 or other debilitating diseases, those 
unjustly imprisoned, those who live without hope, those who mourn the loss of a loved one, 
those whose financial resources are not secure, those who are homeless or abandoned.  As 
you have reached out to us in love, so lead us to reach out to them in their suffering.  Lord, 
in your mercy . . . hear our prayer. 
 
God of heaven and earth, we give you thanks and praise for the lives of Louise Barnes, Fran 
Stephenson, George Rendall, Lee Adkins, and Cathy Geis, who now live eternally with you.  
We offer a prayer of thanksgiving in memory of Diane Porter’s husband, Roger, on the 
anniversary of his earthly birthday.  We ask that you would surround all who grieve the loss 
of these dear ones from their daily lives with your love, comfort, and peace.  Lord, in your 
mercy . . . hear our prayer. 
 
Today we especially pray that you would surround these members and friends of our church 
family with your loving care: 

  
 For Alisa Castillo and her family, upon the death of Alisa’s mother 
 For the McClow family upon the death of Teresa’s mother, Trudie 
 Mike Berner 
 Terry Campbell 
 Rick and Gail, the brother and sister-in-law of Don Comfort 
 Kathy Francis, recovering from surgery 
 Joan Keith 
 Terry Keith 
 Jacob Kelly 

Nancy Kneupfer 
 David Nimmer 
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Brandon Pattison 
 Lynda Stahl 

 
We make a special prayer this morning for Aidan Schwarz.  Aidan has not been able to walk 
for a few days.  Perhaps an illness is coming on and has sapped his strength, we don’t 
know.  But, God we love and need this child created in your image.  Aidan overflows with 
your love and zeal for life, and he teaches us so much.  Increase his strength, guard him 
with your love, and embrace him with your healing touch, we pray.  We pray for all children 
and their parents in these difficult days.  Protect them, soothe their troubled spirits, and fill 
their hearts with your joy and peace.   Lord, in your mercy . . . hear our prayer. 
 
We make these and all our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray… 
Our Father . . .   

 
Sending Hymn  Crown Him with Many Crowns  performed by Jason Nelson 
 
 Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne, 
 Hark, now the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own! 
 Awake, my soul, and sing of Him Who died for thee, 
 And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 
 Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side, 
 Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 
 No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
 But downward bend his burning eye at mysteries so bright. 
 
 Crown Him the Lord of years, the Potentate of time; 
 Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 
 All hail, Redeemer, hail!  For Thou has died for me, 
 Thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity. 
 
Benediction   Rev. Bunny Hughes 

We crown Jesus the Lamb upon the throne, and the Lord of love Who ascended into 
heaven.  Never abandoning us, the Spirit of truth is with us and we live each day in that 
reality.   
 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity Who leads us forth into joy, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now 
and forevermore.  Amen.   

 
Postlude Jesus, Lover of My Soul performed by Dominic Harris 
 
 MEMORIAL DAY COMMEMORATION 
 
Special Music America, the Beautiful performed by the U.S. Navy Band 
 
Prayer  Revs. Lolly Dominski and Bunny Hughes 

Heavenly Father, as our nation pauses today, we remember those in our military who have 
given their lives for the freedoms we enjoy, we pray to You for strength, comfort, and 
guidance as we meet this Memorial Day observance.  Bless those whom we have lost and 
bless their families as they honor the memory of their loved ones.   
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We ask that You would protect our country, and would let peace prevail.  We ask Your 
mercy to rest upon our land.  We praise You in thanksgiving for goodness and generous 
gifts to our nation.  We pray You would turn all hearts, civilian and military, to Your holy 
Word where we are to find the true peace for our souls; a peace that passes all 
understanding.  Keep us repentant of sin, and move us to know, take hold, and treasure 
Your saving grace.  In the Name of Jesus, our Savior and Your beloved Son, Who alone 
gives the true peace and everlasting hope for all eternity, we pray. 
 
O God, we beg You to watch over those now in service to our country, in body, mind, and 
spirit.  Give to each such a strong faith that no human respect may ever lead them to deny 
it, nor fear ever to practice it.  By Your grace, O God, fortify them against any example 
unpleasing to You that they may serve You and country faithfully. 

 
Honoring of Those in Active Service Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski 

On this Memorial Day we honor those in active service who are part of the CPC family: 

  Joshua Geis 
  Colton Gilbert 
  Jason Gilbert 
  Jeff Logan 
  Lee Mathieu 
  Bailey Miller 
  Tyshon Outlaw 
  Brandon Pattison 
  Jessie Short 
  Steven Wendt 
  Thomas Wendt 

And all others whom we name now before God. 
 
Prayer Rev. Bunny Hughes 

Father, we reflect today on the 75th anniversary of VE Day, marking the end of World War II.  
We honor those who have died in service to our country, paying the ultimate price on behalf 
of a grateful nation.  We pray for the  spouses, children, parents and grandparents of those 
lost, naming them as Gold Star Families.   We acknowledge their pain and sacrifice, and 
pray comfort to those who remember them especially today. 
 
We turn to you in our grief and thankfulness and beg that peace in the world designed by 
You, our Creator, would reign.   
 
We remember all who have fallen. 

 
Special Music Taps performed by a U.S. Army Band trumpeter 
 
Benediction   Revs. Lolly Dominski and Bunny Hughes  
 
Special Music “Mansions of the Lord” from We Were Soldiers  
 performed by the West Point Band & West Point Glee Club 
 


