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Order of Worship 
Fifth Sunday in Lent – March 29, 2020 

 
 

 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
Lord of love, with the foolishness of the cross, you save us.  With the weakness of your 
dying, we are made strong.  We come to you, and are healed.  We turn to you, and receive 
forgiveness.  In this hour of worship, we pray that you would hear our voices, raised to your 
glory.  Receive our hearts, offered to you in trust.  Direct our hands, in obedience to your 
Word.  In the name of the One who gave his life that we might have life, and have it 
abundantly, we pray.  Amen. 

 
Hymn or Song of Praise 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus, performed by a lovely, but unnamed, choir (3 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joalt58yQYQ 
 
Morning Has Broken, performed by Cat Stevens (3 min.)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Rifby1tVE8&list=RD3Rifby1tVE8&start_radio=1 
 

  
Prayer of Confession  

Merciful God, what a gentle and healing balm it is to come to you with the thoughts we hide 
and the worries that weigh us down, and to find you here to listen to us, and to renew us.  
We wish for signs of your power even while we take for granted the beauty and love with 
which you have surrounded us.  We are quick to blame others and slow to accept 
responsibility for ourselves.  We confess our reluctance to understand your will and our 
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hesitancy to act upon it.  We desire some guarantee of your favor, and at the same time, we 
shudder to think about the suffering of the cross.  Immerse us in your Spirit and grant us 
faith to believe you will bring good from the forces of darkness, and to sense your presence 
in our lives and world, particularly during these days of uncertainty.  
 

 Time of silent confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

Friends, scripture assures us that this statement is sure, and worthy of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.  In the name of Jesus 
Christ, know that we are forgiven.  Amen. 

 
Hymn or Song of Response 

My Song Is Love Unknown, performed at King’s College, Cambridge (3.5 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMart4wXsI0 
 
You are My Hiding Place, performed by the Maranatha Singers (4.5 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sKGTzn1qT4 

 
First Scripture Reading  Psalm 95: 1-7 

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  Let 
us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 
praise!  For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.  In his hand are the 
depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.  The sea is his, for he made it, 
and the dry land, which his hands have formed.  O come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  For he is our God, and we are the people of his 
pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

 
Children’s Sermon       by Eric Schwarz, with help from Rachel and Aidan Schwarz 
  

View Eric’s Children’s Sermon (3.5 min.) on . . . 
CPC Website: https://www.cpclombard.org/cpc-video 

OR 
Community Presbyterian Church of Lombard, IL YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjtySwqprg_SIKB3LHvhyg 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Eternal God, open our minds to your Word that informs,  
open our hearts to your Word that heals, and  
open our souls to your Word that renews.   
Strengthen us to live out your love in word and deed.  
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 
Gospel Lesson John 6: 1-13 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 
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performed by healing the sick.  Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with 
his disciples.  The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 
 

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  He asked this only to test him, for he already 
had in mind what he was going to do. 
 

Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 
each one to have a bite!” 
 

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
 
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat 
down (about five thousand men were there).  Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the 
fish. 
 

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are 
left over. Let nothing be wasted.”  So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Bring Them to Jesus Rev. Lolly Dominski 

View Lolly preaching this sermon (15 min.) on . . . 
 Community Presbyterian Church of Lombard, IL YouTube Channel: 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjtySwqprg_SIKB3LHvhyg 
OR 

Read the sermon manuscript, also attached to the email 
 
Affirmation of Faith (from the Heidelberg Catechism) 

I believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created heaven 
and earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules them by his eternal counsel 
and providence, is my God and Father because of Christ his Son.  I trust him so much that I 
do not doubt he will provide whatever I need for body and soul, and he will turn to my good 
whatever adversity he sends me in this sad world.  He is able to do this because he is 
almighty God; he desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

 
Hymn or Song of Reflection 

What Wondrous Love Is This, performed by the St. Olaf Choir (3.5 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsVnvN3EVxY 
 
In Christ Alone, performed by Shane and Shane 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2ld1wI2hT8 

 
Prayers of the People 

We come in confidence before the throne of God, knowing He is listening, trusting in His 
presence, and convinced of His power and mercy: 
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O God, hear our prayers for our children; that they may be protected from all harm, and that 
each may receive encouragement and loving support during these trying times.  Give them 
understanding as they are able and give them a hopeful heart that soon all will be well.  
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind: for the hungry and the 
homeless, the destitute and the oppressed, for all who suffer persecution, doubt, and 
despair, for the sorrowful and the bereaved, for prisoners and captives, and for those in 
mortal danger; that You will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of 
Your love.  Stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs.   
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, give comfort to all who sorrow, strength to all who suffer, and  
hear the cry of those in misery and need. In their afflictions show them Your mercy.  
Give us, we pray, loving hearts to tend to them for the sake of Him Who suffered for us, 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
We plead for Your solace today to all who mourn the death of our sister, Cathy Geis.  May 
we remember her as Your witness and Your servant, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Help us 
to remember that she lives in the immediate Presence of You, O God, and that she is safely 
home where there are no more tears and no more sorrow.  She is whole and she is free, 
and she is Yours, now and forever.   
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Hear our prayers, O God, for those sisters and brothers who experience illness; as we name 
before You: 
 
  Lee Adkins, and Marcia who cares for him 
  Christi Baffa 
  Mike Berner 
  Terry Campbell 
  Joan Given 
  Joan Keith 
  Terry Keith 
  Nancy Knuepfer, recovering from surgery 

David Nimmer 
Brandon Pattison 
George Rendall 
Aidan Schwarz 
Lynda Stahl 

 
Bless them and keep them in Your loving care.  Surround them with Your mercy, and 
strengthen those who care for them.   
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all people this world over who work to alleviate the devastating effects of the 
coronavirus:  for health care providers, for suppliers of hospital necessities, for scientists 
who weigh difficult decisions, and for governments; that they may put the lives of people 
before all else, and reject all temptations to exploit.   
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Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our beloved church community, CPC; that we may continue to treasure the 
many gifts You, Father, have showered upon us.  We thank You especially for the will You 
have granted us to remain together, united as sisters and brothers in Christ, one body who 
is the Church.  Saturate us in Your grace, strengthen our resolve to live and move and grow 
as one, and send Your Holy Spirit to lead us out of this pandemic wilderness.  We pray that 
we would emerge stronger in our faith, more reliant upon Your mercy, and ready to reflect 
Your goodness in service to You and to one another.   
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We thank You, Triune God, for the gift of all CPC ministries offered in Your Name:  for those 
who pray fervently, work diligently, think creatively, and connect intentionally.  We entrust to 
You all efforts, knowing that You bless them and bring good from them.  May our words be 
gentle, our actions kind, and our will steadfast, we pray.   
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For these and all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, those open and those hidden in the 
corridors of our hearts, we ask Your kind attention, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as we 
together speak the words our Savior lovingly taught us:  Our Father . . . 
 

Closing Hymn / Song 
A Gaelic Blessing, by John Rutter (3.5 min.)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eve2y-P-Zjk 

 
Word of God Speak, by MercyMe 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3b1CuoouORk 

 
Benediction 

May the Lord bless us and keep us;  
may the Lord be kind and gracious to us;  
may the Lord look upon us with favor and grant us peace. 
Amen. 
 


