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Prelude    Jean Erickson  

 

Welcome  Scott Watkins 

 

Good Sunday Morning and welcome to worship from Community Presbyterian Church 
in Lombard Illinois.  Today is Sunday September 20th.  We hope you find todays 
service uplifting and meaningful.  Thank you for taking the time to join us today.   

  

We are moving closer to our re-opening so please watch for an     e-mail blast 
announcement about those plans and how you might help.  We have tentatively 
planned the official re-opening with our Interim Pastor Susan Finley on Sunday October 
4th,  

That will be an outdoor service on the West side of the Church.   

It is also World Communion Sunday 

There will be a pre-recorded service that Sunday as well. 

We realize people may not be ready to physically come back to the church and we plan 
to continue with virtual services in some form as move forward.   

  

You can learn more about our missions such as the  

Frontier Fellowship Mission 

Our Summer noisy offering to ICM Rattlesnake Ridge 

Our College and Military connection  

As well other missions we support by going to the printed version of today’s ‘welcome’ 
message, or our website. 

As always with any donations you might send in, please include a note designating your 
gift to the special fund or mission you intend it to go to.   

  

Do you have any questions about the life of our church?   

Maybe some comments or concerns you want to share?   

You may send your joys, concerns, comments and questions about the life of our 
church to our joys and concerns e-mail address.  joysandconcerns@cpc.org 

  

Today at 11 am we will have our virtual fellowship time.  Click on the Zoom link found in 
your e-mail to join in 

  

Even though we are not physically together we remember where two or three are 
gathered, in his name, Jesus is among us.   

Let us worship together 

  

‘Printed’ announcements 

FRONTIER FELLOWSHIP      frontierfellowship.com 

mailto:joysandconcerns@cpclombard.org
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The Rev. Dan McNerney of The Frontier Fellowship Mission works with churches in the 
United States to engage in projects to reach the unreached.   

  

NOISY OFFERING    ky-icm.org  

This summer’s noisy offering will be sent to Integrated Community Ministries.  Better 
known as Rattlesnake Ridge in Kentucky this is the All Church Summer Mission trip that 
CPC has participated in for many years.  The needs are still there and we hope to send 
financial assistance to Hilton and Barb Duncan at ICM 

 

CROP WALK:    https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lombardil 

Even though we will not be walking together this year, please check out the ways that 
you can participate in this year’s virtual crop walk at their website.  The Virtual walk 
takes place on October 4th 

  

DEACONS   deacons@cpclombard.org 

The Deacons are putting together a WELCOME basket for Pastor Susan and would like 
to include items like gift cards to local grocery stores, restaurants, and local businesses  

You can send your gift cards and a note to the Church or you can send a contribution to 
Deacon's to purchase gift cards on your behalf.   

The Deacons are also preparing gift baskets for our young people attending college or 
serving in the military.  Please consider supporting this ministry financially this year  

  

Interim Pastor Susan C. Finley 

Our Interim Pastor Rev. Susan C. Finley has just completed her fifth year serving as 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Hartford City, Indiana.  She currently serves 
as Moderator of the Council for the Presbytery of Whitewater Valley Indiana 

Rev Finley has served in several pastoral positions, and has also been employed in the 
corporate world during her career.  She has worked in the Logan Square and Humboldt 
Park neighborhoods in Chicago, and while in the Chicago Presbytery, she moderated 
the Transitional Mission Collaboration Team as it began two years of Presbytery 
redesign.  

 

Rev Finley has served churches in Indiana, Nebraska, Missouri and Illinois.  She earned 
her Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy at Hiram College in Hiram Ohio, and earned her 
Divinity degree with a focus on church history and urban ministry at the Gordon Conwell 
Theological Seminary in Boston. 

 

Rev. Finley’s parents are both graduates of McCormick Seminary, and two of her 
children, her oldest son, and one of her twin sons, live in Chicago.  

Rev. Finley also has a daughter who lives in Arlington, Virginia, another son, the other 
twin, living in St. Louis.  

  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lombardil
mailto:deacons@cpclombard.org
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Pastor Susan has a dog named Calypso, who is also a Chicago native. Pastor Susan 
tries to stay fluent in Italian, and enjoys all things Italian, as well as a variety of music, 
movies, and art. 

Our tentative plan is to welcome Pastor Susan during the last week of September as 
she moves from Indiana to Illinois.  Her first Sunday with us is preliminarily planned as 
an outdoor event and welcoming as well as a re-opening on Sunday October 4th 

Opening Prayerii  Rev. Dr. Barb Hedges-Goettl Light-

Life giving God, We lumber together in hope as Your church to lift Your Light.
Let us lift not the light of our congratulation of ourselves, not the light of belief in our   
own superiority, not the light of our belief in ourown narrow presuppositions, not 
even the light of our own church. 

Let us lift the light from You, the light of the power You make known to us 

in the truth of our powerlessness, learning to be at ease with You. 

Let this be the light we lift as a beacon in the darkness we know best. 

As we lift that light, may we too be lifted to know 

the true power that lies among us 

waiting to rise as a beacon of our true hope. Amen. 

Opening Scriptureiii 1 John 1:5-7    Dominic Harris 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

*Opening Hymn   Arise, Your Light Is Come  Jason Nelson 

Call to Confessioniii    1 John 3:9  Rev. Dr. Barb Hedges-Goettl 
9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

Prayer of Confession 

O God, at times our actions contradict the fact that we are your people, revealing that 
we are more interested in ourselves than in others.  Forgive us, Lord. 
Our words themselves can increase the distance between “us” and “them,” forgetting 
we are all made in your image. 
Forgive us, Lord. 
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In our church, we can care too much for getting our own way and not enough for 
hearing and supporting one another. 
Forgive us, Lord. 
At home, we can show our worst selves, especially in these times of stress and too 
much togetherness. 
Forgive us, Lord. 
In private, we can forget that you love us and that we can trust you with our darkest 
thoughts and deepest hurts. 
Forgive us, Lord. 

(Silent Confession) 

Assurance of Forgiveness 1 John 2:1-2iii   Rev. Dr. Barb Hedges-Goettl 

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and 
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for the sins of the 
whole world. Thanks be to God for the Good News:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 37iii selected verses Dan Smaczny 
3 Now Jacob loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son 
of his old age; and he had made him a coat of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw 
that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not 
speak peaceably to him. 
5 Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even 
more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream that I dreamed. 7 There we were, binding 
sheaves in the field. Suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves 
gathered around it, and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are you 
indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?” So they hated him 
even more because of his dreams and his words. 
17 Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him from a 
distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19 They said to 
one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into 
one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see 
what will become of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of 
their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; 
throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might 
rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 
26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his 
blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he 
is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28 When some Midianite traders 
passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his 
clothes. 30 He returned to his brothers, and said, “The boy is gone; and I, where can I 
turn?” 31 Then they took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the 
blood. 32 They had the coat of many colors taken to their father, and they said, “This we 
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have found; see now whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 33 He recognized it, and said, 
“It is my son’s robe! A wild animal has devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn to 
pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his garments, and put sackcloth on his loins, and mourned. 

 

Children’s Sermon                     Eric Schwarz, 

Scott Watkins and Melissa Fergusen 

 

'Breaking News' … Eric, Melissa, & Scott {Clark} 

Bible passages referenced:  

Mark 10:27:  Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man it is impossible, but not 
with God. For all things are possible with God.' 

Philippians 4:13: I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

Matthews 17:20:  Our faith can move mountains. 

 

Ending Prayer 

God thank you for the good news of our children and for their future.  We thank you for 
the good news we miss sometimes or forget about as well as the good people doing 
good things.  Please watch over our children in all they do.  This is the day that the Lord 
has made, Let rejoice and be glad in it A-Men. 

 

Prayer for Illumination             Rev. Dr. Len Hedges-Goettl      
 

Second Reading   Genesis 50:15-21iv Rev. Dr. Len Hedges-Goettl  

 

And the brothers seeing that Joseph’s father was dead, are saying “Suppose Joseph is 
holding a grudge against all of us and will reverse all the evil we visited upon him 
against all of us.” So they demanded a messenger to go to Joseph to say “Your father 
commanded before he died saying ‘Please forgive your brothers and their sins for they 
did evil to you and now I pray, please forgive the transgressions of the servants of the 
God of your father’” 

 

And Joseph was weeping when they spoke to him. 

And his brothers falling on their faces before him said, “Behold, we are servants to you.” 

 

And Joseph replied, “Don’t fear me, am I in the place of God? But as for you, you meant 
it for evil but God devised it for good. God brings to pass this day the good to keep 
many people alive. Now, therefore, fear you not;  

I will nourish you and your little ones.” And Joseph comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them. 

 

Message About That Forgiveness Thing   Rev. Dr. Len Hedges-Goettl  

                        



7 

*Hymn of Reflection   Spirit of Gentleness      Jason Nelson 

Affirmation of Faith  Dan Smaczny 

Adapted from the Second Helvetic Confession 

True repentance is conversion to God. True repentance is a sincere turning to God and 
to all good. True repentance is an earnest turning away from the devil and all evil. True 
repentance is a sheer gift of God. True repentance is not a work of our strength. Now 
that sinful woman who washed the feet of the Lord with her tears showed true 
repentance. And Peter who wept bitterly and bewailed his denial of the Lord showed 
true repentance. The mind of the penitent who seriously who laments the sins 
committed shows true repentance. Moreover, the prodigal son showed true repentance 
when he said “ ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants” The tax collector in 
the Gospel, and not the Pharisee, showed true repentance when compared with the 
Pharisee, showed true repentance when he said, “God be merciful to me a sinner” And 
the truly repentant are accepted by God into grace. For the apostle John says: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us” Thanks be to God.  

CPC Community Prayers  Joan Marlow 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

Thank you for our CPC Church family and the friendships that flow from relationships 
that tie us together in Your love. 

We also pray for those who are in need of healing and prayer support.  We think 
particularly of: 

Marcia Adkins who had surgery Monday Sept 14.  

Terry Campbell 

Rick and Gail, brother and sister-in-law of Don and Patti Comfort 

Barb Duncan, her son Daniel and daughter-in-law Megan 

Tom Harris and Ruth Harris, parents of Dominic 

Joan and Terry Keith 

Jacob Kelly 

Nancy Knuepfer 

Adabelle Roberts who is home recovering after a hospital stay 

Lynda Stahl 

Aidan Schwarz 
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Jean Van Horn  

and a friend of Phyllis 

  

With joy Lord, we join Gordon and Allene Rondeau in anticipating the marriage of their 
daughter on October 10th in the state of Washington.  Lord, even though they can’t be 
there, we thank you for the gifts of love grace that transcend time and space.  We ask 
that your blessings encircle their lives.   

We thank you for CPC’s dear missionary Barb Duncan of Rattlesnake Ridge who was 
able to join us at a Zoom meeting on August 30th.  We thank you for Barb and Hilton’s 
devoted ministry to the families in Kentucky.  Grant them strength and perseverance 
with their work in difficult times.  We ask that you would meet their needs related to the 
food pantry, thrift store, and back-to-school ministries.  Please graciously guard their 
safety and health and the people they serve.  We eagerly await the time when CPC can 
partner with them again in their housing and youth programs. 

Lord, we pray for the missionaries who reach out to those who have never heard the 
Gospel. Particularly, we ask that you bless Frontier Fellowship and their Associate 
Director, Dan McNerney.  Help him to open avenues of access—to people and places 
that need your transforming love. 

Loving God, as Ephesians 3:20 reminds us “Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,” 
….. we humbly pray for Your guiding love to be active in Community Presbyterian 
Church.  It is with joy that we plan to welcome Pastor Susan Finley at the end of 
September.  We ask for your abiding love for Hartford City First Presbyterian Church -- 
the Church she is transitioning from in Indiana to come to our Church.  Grant them your 
transcendent vision for the next chapter of their Church.  We pray that you endow 
Pastor Susan with wisdom, strength, and an enthusiastic desire to help shape CPC’s 
future for your glory.  We ask that you bless and empower her with your Spirit.   

Gracious God, we pray for guidance, safety, and health regarding Covid-19.  Sustain 
essential workers as they make important contributions to the public with their 
knowledge and services.  Guide researchers who seek effective medical solutions for 
diagnosis and treatment.  Provide for families, businesses, and institutions that are 
financially impacted during this time.  Protect the health of children, teachers, and their 
extended families as they return to school in various modes of learning and 
socialization. 

Lord, You who are present in all situations, please guard and protect those who are 
impacted by wildfires and hurricanes.  Please provide ample workers and rescuers who 
can come along side those who are experiencing great losses and uphold them with 
provisions and care. 

 

We pray for the Deacons as they continue their important mission in our Church and are 
thankful for their readiness to care for and serve people who need a touch of your 
presence with provisions or notes of encouragement. 

 

We pray for the virtual Crop Walk that is being planned Oct 4 to provide needed 
resources to hungry local and worldwide neighbors impacted by disease and disaster. 
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Righteous and merciful God, we ask for your guidance for an end to gun violence, for 
your peace in protests, for your wisdom that grievances may be heard, and for your 
Spirit-filled presence in the midst our electoral process so that it may be uniting and not 
divisive.  

Compassionate Lord, we remember September 11 --- “9 -11” --- and those people and 
their families who -- on that day -- were killed as citizens going about their day, or as 
'first responders,' or as those who stepped up to aid others in their time of need.  Let us 
remember their courage and sacrifices.  May we honor them by being loving neighbors 
and responders to those whom we encounter who are experiencing loss, grief, tragedy, 
or fear.   

Dear Lord with your hand of protection, we pray for our military service men and 
women. Keep them safe and we ask that they be honored and respected for their 
service to our Country in procuring peace and redressing evil.  In particular, in your 
tender mercy, we remember and give tribute those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Lord, thank you for our beloved congregation who – although separated – are united in 
your care and love.  Watch over us and grant us your peace. 

All this we pray in Jesus’ name, 

Amen 

Sending Hymn     Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing       Jason Nelson 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Dr. Barb Hedges-Goettl 

Closing Music  Dominic Harris & Mark Nelson 

ii Picture from Teri Milbourn @creole54 pinterest. 
ii Excerpted from a prayer by Dr. Susan M. (Elli) Elliott. 

Source: http://ellielliott.webs.com/sermonsprayers.htm 
iiiNew Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.. 
iv Translated by Rev. Dr. Len Hedges-Goettl using a Hebrew interlinear translation. 

http://ellielliott.webs.com/sermonsprayers.htm



